
What Our Engineering Alumni Say 
About ISSuES

ISSuES “is a good way to make your liberal 
studies electives more meaningful.”

“You learn how much different industries and 
fields overlap and how necessary that is going 
forward in our world... you can’t just be an 
expert in one technical field without being able 
to communicate well or collaborate with others, 
or your expertise is not as valuable.”

“My certificate courses made me think about the 
impact of engineers in society—I never would 
have made those connections without getting 
out of the engineering world.”

“I liked being able to fit design and art into my 
engineering degree… to progress from design 
fundamentals to urban planning—thinking about 
design on a city level… and how design works for 
people.”

“In [my co-op job] I was able to act as a translator 
between the engineers and other professionals 
on the site because I knew both of their 
languages.”
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The 15–credit ISSuES Certificate allows 
you to organize your liberal studies 
courses around the growing field of 
science and technology studies (STS). STS 
is an interdisciplinary field that examines 
the impact of science and technology on 
individuals and society, and the impact of 
history and culture on scientific research, 
innovations, and policies. Design your own 
program of study in one of four focus areas:

Ethics—consider engineering ethics and the 
moral questions that arise in engineering 
practice

Leadership—examine the intersection of 
public policy, politics and engineering

Design—cultivate your understanding of 
the intersection of technical solutions and 
aesthetic considerations

General—create your own approach to 
studying the relationships between 
engineering and society

A Certificate Designed with 
Engineers in Mind 

FULFILL your liberal studies requirements 
with flexibility and focus

THINK critically about the connections 
between engineering, technology, and the 
wider society

LEARN the skills needed to navigate the 
non-technical facets of your engineering 
practice

LEARN to communicate with professionals in 
other fields
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